NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
to be anybody's 'yes-man'. When he was my 'yes-man', he
permitted himself to be so named because whatever I said in-
stinctively appealed to him. Great as he was in his own field
and a very able administrator, he was humble enough to begin
his political education under me because as he explained to me
he could not take to the politics in vogue at the time I began my
public career in India. When power descended on him, he saw
that he could no longer successfully apply the method of non-
violence which he used to wield with signal success. I have
made the discovery that what I and the people with me had
termed non-violence was not the genuine article but a weak
copy known as passive resistance. Naturally, passive resis-
tance can avail nothing to a ruler. Imagine a weak ruler being
able to represent any people. He would only degrade his mas-
ters who, for the time being, had placed themselves under his
trust. I know that the Sardar could never betray or degrade
his trust.
Object of the Fast
"I wonder if with a knowledge of this background to my
statement, anybody would dare call my fast a condemnation of
the policy of the Home Ministry. If there is any such person,
I can only tell hirn that he would degrade and hurt himself,
never the Sardar or me. Have I not before now said emphati-
cally that no outside power can really degrade a maji ? He
only can degrade himself. Though I know that this sentence is
irrelevant here, it is such a truth that it bears repetition on all
occasions. My fast, as I have stated in plain language, is un-
doubtedly on behalf of the Muslim minority in the Union, and
therefore it is necessarily against the Hindus and the Sikhs of
the Union and the Muslims of Pakistan. It is also on behalf of
the minorities in Pakistan as in the case of the Muslim minority
in the Union. This is a clumsy compression of the idea I have
already explained. I cannot expect the fast taken by a very
imperfect and weak mortal, as I truly confess I am, to have the
potency to make its proteges proof against all danger. The fast
is a process of self-purification for all. It would be wrong to
make any insinuation against the purity of the step."